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It’s that time again.   Comes around quickly doesn’t it? 
 
The wood storage is going well at the moment and hopefully we could shortly end up 
with a clean back yard.   More shelving is going in to make it easier to sectionalise the 
different timbers so that our racks at the Club can be constantly refilled for easier 
selection by members. 
 
The shed has been cleaned out considerably and bench top timber stacked for easy 
selection. 
 
The shed up the back will be fully cleaned up and the Triton bench and the Router 
Table set up there for members to do other work away from the Container. 
 
General cleaning up of the Club will continue to make it neater and safer but 
everything takes time.  
 
November will be a busy month for demonstrations so please let us see some more 
names on the board for each one of them not just the considered “good” venues. 
 
Rohan McCardell has organised a CHRISTMAS PARTY AT NORTHMEAD BOWLING 
CLUB but we need more people to put their names on the list. Let’s see if we can have 
a good rollup for once and enjoy an afternoon with your Club members.   Please put 
your names on the list on the board if you intend coming. 
 
HAPPY TURNING 
 
BOB YOUNG 
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President: Bob Young (0408760131) 

Vice Presidents:  Paul de Belle and 

David Searle 

Secretary: Alan Eipper 

Treasurer: Paul Collins 

Grants Officer & Membership Secretary:  

Raymond Saich 

Catering Officer: Fiona Deane 

Librarian: Gary Hansell 

Editor: Ron Fathers 

ron1947@optusnet.com.au 

Assistant Editor: James (Jimmy) Singh 

Jimmy-Woodturner@hotmail.com 

Webmaster: Lindsay McEwen 

Lcmcewen@optusnet.com.au 

Training Co-ordinator: Ron Devine 

Trainers: Graham Dawes, Rod Brown and 

Alan Phelps 

Shop Managers:  

Paul Collins (JP) and Bob Young 

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: 

Manny Farrugia, Dave Matthews,  

Graham Dawes (JP) 

Welfare Officer: Steve Attard 

s.attard84@gmail.com 

If you have any problems or information 

concerning the club please contact any of 

the above committee members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mon-Thurs:  8:30am – 4pm     $5 

Friday Nights:  5pm – 9pm        $3 

 

Third Saturday of the month: 

9am – 3pm                           $5 

21st November 

19th December 

Contact: Liam Healy – 0411560984 

 

Ladies Day – Second Saturday of 

the month:   $5 

14th November 

12th December 

Contact: Anna Dawes – 96386995 

tandawes@optusnet.com.au 

 

Maxi Day – Third Sunday of the 

month: 

From 9:30am (Lunch included)  $6 

15th November – Graham Dawes, 

Rod Brown and Ron Devine  

Making Christmas Decorations  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Second Tuesday of the month – 

7pm 

10th November 

8th December 

NO meeting in January  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Michelle 
Rowland MP,   The 
member for 
Greenway, for her 
continued support 
which includes the 
printing of this 
newsletter 
 

 

 

Shop items 

Triple “P”  

Friction Polish  

Sanding Sealer  

Sandpaper  

Club Shirts  

Dust jackets  

Club Badges  

Pen Kits  

Pen Blanks – Acrylics  

Many more items also 

available  

 

Shop Trading Hours 

Mon-Thurs: 9am – 10:30am 

    12:45 – 1:30pm 

Friday nights: 7pm – 7:30pm 

See Paul Collins or Bob Young 

for more details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FOR SALE 

Members don’t forget we have 
a lot of Cherry, Sapele, Walnut, 
European Oak and Alder bench 
tops for sale at the club! 

FREE CORIAN 
White - 12mm and 20mm thick         
Black -  12mm thick  

Gray -   12mm thick 

Pens Wanted for the Troops 
Can members please make or 
donate any pens for the troops. 
Please give them to the 
convenor on your day.  
Thankyou so much!          Editor 

 

mailto:Lcmcewen@optusnet.com.au
mailto:s.attard84@gmail.com
mailto:tandawes@optusnet.com.au
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Happy Birthday to all our members this month. 

We hope you have a great day with many more to 

come. 

Philip Bryan  David Burns 

Syd Churchward  Paul Collins 

Paul de Belle  John de Vos 

Hans Freke  Steve Hitchcock 

Don Hughes  Michael Jones 

Robert Smart  Bob Taylor 

Gary Todd-Maddix Bob Young 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome to all our new members this month. We 

hope your stay is both long and rewarding 

NO NEW MEMBERS THIS MONTH 

 
November 

 Trend Timbers Open Days – Friday 13th  and Saturday 
14th – 9am to 4pm 

 St Joseph’s College Hunters Hills – Sunday 16th – 
11am to 3:30pm (setup 8am) 

December 
 Christmas lunch Party – Sunday 6th – Northmead 

Bowling Club 

 
Any members interested in going to these events 
please put your name on the clipboards at the club 
 

MEMBERS – WE REALLY NEED MORE CHARITY 
BOWLS! So PLEASE make as many as you can! 
 

Welfare 
Gday folks a number of members 
have been ill this past month or 
undergoing surgery wishing all a 
safe and healthy recovery also we 
have had members loose loved 
ones condolences to the families 
involved. If anyone wishes to 
notify me of any illness or passing 
within our club please do so via 
email S.attard84@gmail.com 
until next time happy turning 
 

Librarian Report 
A big thanks to all members!!!!!. 
The library is in good shape due 
to the prompt returning of 
borrowings. 
  
Also 3 new DVD's are in the 
library on recent Maxi Day 
Demos. 
  
Regards Gary 
 

 

 

 

         Sunday 6th December 
 

        Northmead Bowling Club 
                  166 Windsor Rd Northmead 

  

Our Next Maxi Day 
Ron, Rod and Graham will demonstrate 
making Christmas decorations. A fun day. 
Please bring some of your own creative ideas 
to share. It's on Sunday 15th November 
9.30am. Please come along, support your 
club, and support the 3 blokes that are 
willing to share their knowledge to help you 
become a better woodworker. 

mailto:S.attard84@gmail.com
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B S FROM THE BUSH -  NOVEMBER 
What a mixed month this last month has been.  
As you can see from the photos, it started very well with Chris and I doing our first 
demo together under the new colours. Its was at an open garden across town where 
the garden was opened to collect money for the local Arts and Craft Society and the 
local Dramatic Society. About 200 people went through the place on the day with a 
lot of interest  in what we are going to do. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following weekend the Lions club had 2 BBQs on the same day, yes, the 
organisers here are no better than at the turners (sometimes it cannot be helped). 
There was one at Bunnings in Dubbo, they were busy all day with about 6 guys and 
picked up about half of what the turners do. I wanted to see the drag racing, as in 
car drags, not seen them before and don’t want to see them again. We had about 
550 people helping (maybe 7) with very little to do except watch these cars with big 
motors do their thing. Not the best day I have had. 
                                                                  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From these photos, we are getting some landscaping done up the side of the 
workshop. We got hold of trailer loads of horse poo (Chris and I have been 
shovelling shit for a few weeks) which we hope will help the plants grow. My little 
helper has got on the mower and doing very well. 
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That has been the better part of the month. As some of you know, Chris’s daughter, 
Karen has been very crook lately with brain tumors. She gave up a tremendous fight 
2 weeks ago and her funeral was last week. She died peacefully with husband Paul 
and Chris there and in very comfortable surroundings. Far too young at the age of 
39. 
Chris and I wish to thank all club members who have contacted us with their sincere 
thoughts and for those who represented the club at the funeral and as good friends.  
That’s all folks.  Ken 
PS:  The other photo is when we travelled back from Sydney, going through Lithgow, 
they had a Halloween day. A little light hearted humour. 
                          Ken Vodden 
 

 

That is funny! 

A blonde calls her boyfriend and says, ‘Please come over and help me. I have a killer 

jigsaw puzzle, and I can’t figure out how to get started.’  

Her boyfriend asks, ‘What is it supposed to be when it’s finished?’ 

The blond says, ‘according to the picture on the box, it’s a rooster.’ 

Her boyfriend decides to go over and help with the puzzle. 

She lets him in and shows him where she has the puzzle spread all over the table. He 

studies the pieces for a moment, then looks at the box, then turns to her and asks, 

‘First of all, no matter what we do, we’re not going to be able to assemble these 

pieces into anything resembling a rooster.’ He takes her hand and says, ‘Second, I 

want you to relax. Let’s have a nice cup of tea and then … ‘he said with a deep sigh, 

‘Let’s put all the Cornflakes back in the box.’ 
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Toongabbie Twilight Markets 
Danny, Leonie and I arrived at the Toongabbie Public School around 5:30pm. We 
saw Ron’s car in the car park so we went looking for him, we couldn’t find him 
anywhere but we did find his and Dave’s stuff outside the hall. We thought that was 
strange so we asked a lady, who was organising the event, she told us that she saw 
both of them get into a gold car and drive off, maybe they went to the pub? She 
laughed. 
 
Not long after Russ came so we all just waited together; finally Ron and Dave came 
back with the trailer. No-one had picked it up from the club yet and Dave didn’t 
know if he was supposed to pick it up or not. Anyway we finally got started 
unloading the trailer but we found that there were only three tables and no table 
cloths; lucky I had brought my own two tables and Danny called his wife and asked if 
she could bring over some cloths which she did so that was good. After all that we 
finally set up our stuff. 
 
We were in the same spot as last year, outside the hall. There were lots of stalls 
around us including clothes, jewelry, Tupperware, candles, tattoos, chocolates and 
many food stalls like pizza, kebabs, wraps, drinks and many more. 
 
Russ did the demos and made spinning tops and toothpick holders. We had lots of 
people looking and asking about our stuff and the club. The charity did pretty good 
and so did I but the other guys didn’t sell anything which was a bit disappointing but 
we all had a good fun night out. It was good to see some new faces there this time. 
Hopefully next year I’ll see a few more. 
 

Jimmy Singh 
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October Maxi Day 
We were pleased to have Ron Gibbs from the 
Central Coast to demonstrate for us on our last Maxi 
Day.  There were more members this time than 
previously which was great to see.  Ron showed us 
how to turn a bowl using a burl from a Coolabah 
tree.  Burl is a knot or lump which forms on the side 
of a tree. 
 
He starts by cutting some wood off the top so that 

he can then place it on the chuck to turn the base.  Once the base has been turned, he 
turns it around on the chuck to hollow it out. As the wood is very hard, he doesn't always 
need to sand it. 
 
To remove polish or wax he uses a mixture of 50% metho/50% turps. To finish the bowl 
off, he uses Organ oil or lacquer. Lacquer should be sprayed but can be applied by brush or 
rag using a weaker mixture.  
 
Ron had another small Coolabah burl so he asked if anyone would like to have go at 
turning it. There was no response from the other members so I thought I would have a go 
even though I am only a novice myself. I found it a good and interesting experience and 
Ron was such a good teacher. When we finished the bowl he told me I could keep it for 
myself which I thought was nice of him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had a break for lunch and once again Fiona and Manny put on a nice spread with Paul 
Collins cooking the sausages and onions. Thank you for all your work. 

 
After lunch was Show and Tell which was hosted 
by Ron. Then he told us a nice way to make your 
bowl stand out from the others. He has made a 
few bowls with a segmented feature ring. A nice 
way to use up some scrap pieces of wood and it's 
amazing how well they sell. 
 
 

I really enjoyed the day and ' thank you Ron for a great demo'.            
            Barbara Clarke 
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Show and Tell 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alan Phelps 

    Oak          Alder 

    Stained         Estapol Satin 

    Estapol Satin 

 

             Oak 

   Sapele       Stained Estapol 

   Estapol Stained 

   & Waxed  

Ray Smith 

 

   

                                               

 

 

 

 

         Beech – Dyed – Lacquer       Pine – Dyed – Lacquer         Oak – Ebonized - Lacquer

  

 

 

 

 

 

       Sapele and Ash – Lacquer             Oak – Lacquer                  Beech - Lacquer 
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 Wendy Healy

  

  

  

  

  

  

           

Maple        

Friction Polish 

                Liam Healy     

          

          

     

                  

          

          

           

 African Olive- Friction Polish         Gidgee- CA Glue    Pine 

           & Friction Polish                  

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

             

Jarrah Burl  Red Gum Burl            Gidgee – CA Glue & Friction Polish 

Friction Polish  Friction Polish                                  

                 Ron Gibbs 
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St.Bernadette’s Primary School Lalor Park 
Leonie and I arrived at St. Bernadette’s Primary School 
around 7.40am. Our President Bob, Rohan and Dave were 
already there unloading the trailer outside the hall.  As 
our stall was inside the hall we had to carry all our stuff 
up a few stairs which gave us our exercise for the day. We 
set up our tables and lathe near the entrance which I 
thought was a good spot because we would be the first 
stall people saw when they came in at 9am. 

 
We had a few 
stalls around us which included; toys, knitted 
items, books/CDS/DVDS and video games, Jewelry 
and a very big white Elephant stall. The books and 
white elephant stall were the most popular. 
 
Outside there were more stalls including; BBQ, 
cakes,  gift baskets, face painting, chocolate wheel, 
plants,  show bags and rides for the kids which 
included; jumping castle, Ferris wheel, laughing 

clowns and carnival games. There was also a stage with singers and performances, the 
canteen were also selling Devonshire teas and foods from many different countries.  
 
The morning was very quiet for us with nothing 
being sold so we all thought we were in for a bad 
day but our luck changed in the afternoon when a 
lot more people started to come in so we all ended 
up making some sales which was good. The charity 
did ok with the banana stands and the camphor 
shaving being the most popular. 
 
We had many people who just came to look at our 
items, ask questions about our club or just to have a 
chat with us, which included Paul de Belle, his wife and Leida’s sister. 
Later in the afternoon a lady from the canteen came around with plates of scones for all 

the stall holders, some kids also came around with 
wheelbarrows full of cold drinks for us, which was 
very nice of them as it turned out to be a hot day. 
 
Finishing time was 4pm but we started packing up 
around 3:30pm as we had to sweep up our mess 
and carry all our stuff back down the stairs. Overall 
it was a good day considering it was our first time 
attending this event. It is only held every two years 
so hopefully we can do it again then. 

Jimmy Singh
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“BREED” 
On several occasions I have been asked what the word “BREED” stands for and 
until now have not been able to answer it. 
 
A recent article in the local newspaper had a write up on it and gave an account 
of the operation. 
 
The acronym is –  
 B. Blacktown R. Region E. Economic and E. Employment D. Development.  
 
The organization is located in the Education and Business Precinct at Quakers Hill 
where they provide training, work placements for young people and office space 
for businesses. They also organize work experience for students and liaise with 
TAFE with accredited training in job related and technical skills. 
I hope this helps with our association with the scheme and where we fit in. 

 
Eddie C 

 
 

BREED Morning Tea 
On Thursday 8th October Barry, Barbara, Lawrence, Max, Eddie and I went to 
Seven Hills School around 10am for the BREED morning Tea where we met up 
with the Principal Mr Johnstone and the Career Adviser Mrs Slater. They took us 
to the cooking classroom where the year 10 cooking class had made us some 
morning tea which included: Scones, sausage rolls, chocolate chip cookies and 
more. The BREED students joined us a short time later.  
 
After we finished eating, Mr Johnstone thanked the club, the mentors and the 
students for their participation in this program which has been a big success. He 
gave us a certificate of appreciation for the club and the mentors also receive 
certificates as well.  
 
Eddie thanked Barry for taking over the program. He also thanked the principal 
and career advisor for their ongoing support of our club and program.    
 
I would like to say a big thankyou to the school for putting on such a great 
morning tea for the mentors. I hope the program will continue for many years to 
come as I did the program four years ago now. It has really been a great benefit 
to me as I am still turning and learning so much with the club.  

       
                               Jimmy Singh 
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Ladies Day 
Our Ladies Day meeting in September was spent with seven of 
members attending the Hornsby Woodturners monthly meeting. 
Six presented discussions or demonstrations with the support of 
Eva, the newest member of the group. 
 

The Hornsby newsletter has reported that: 

 
“A great variety of objects and ideas were presented by the 
Ladies and most enjoyable and thought provoking.” 
 
“Meg: spoke about offset turning, the production of 
her snake toy and showing the turning of a mouse 
and a duck. The latter can be converted into a stork 
or a pelican dependent on the offset of the 3 centers 
and the neck length! Meg also covered an 
interesting offset wobbly top and an egg timer case. 
For some of the offset turning Meg used a billet with 
a sphere turned and fitted into the chuck thus 
allowing the angle of offset to be varied to suit the 
turning in mind. 
 

Robyn: demonstrated the extreme art of turning 
miniature items. Goblets, vases and flowers were her 
specialty at say 6 mm long maximum and one goblet 
was so small it defied photography. Demonstrating 
such fine turning required unique tools such as 
dental picks and hypodermic needles … When asked 
about sanding her miniature work we were told that it 
was not required and if done care needed to be 
taken as the grits were generally too coarse and/or 
the backing fabric too inflexible … photos of Robyn at the lathe give a good 
indication of the care and patience necessary for miniature turning success. 
 

Jan: reviewed and demonstrated textured turning 
and its use on other than the usual end grain. Softer 
timbers and slower speeds with the tool handle 
held well-up, say 150mm above the elbow were 
offered for best success. The tendency to push too 
hard and wobble the tool needed to be controlled 
also. Several texturing tools were used as examples and demonstrated. Chatter tools 
were reviewed but only for end grain use. Arbortec tools can be … used for texturing 
but most effectively for larger bowls or items and particularly on the wider rims of 
bowls. Finally the group was warned that it is 'mandatory' to trial all texturing on 
scrap timber before committing to the turned item. 
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Barbara: showed and spoke at some length about 
the virtues of a rotary sanding device. The hand 
held unit comes with small and large (say 30 and 50 
mm) diameter cushioned pads with Velcro adhesive 
to fix the abrasive to rotating head. This rotation 
sands with a random/orbital pattern rather than in 
the one direction as with hand held adhesives giving 
better and somewhat quicker results. 
Grits between 80 and 400 are available and can, 
together with the unit, be supplied by GPW at 
around $50. 
 

Anna:  posed provocative questions about design; 
producing a nicely turned and polished irregular burl 
slice which was planned to be finished as a small side 
table when fitted with three turned legs. The irregular 
table top appeared to be too small and unstable to be 
practical. Discussion followed with many suggestions as 
to how this problem could be overcome and even 
alternate usages for the burl. It was generally agreed 
that the burl and the 3 legs were not a suitable match. 
To top the discussion Anna circulated a couple of large 
photos of two similar tables with multiple legs and 
styles showing that there was in fact a possible solution 
to the problem, leaving the members with a lot of thinking to do regarding design. 
 
June: spoke on the turning and design of a 
wide variety of wooden beads for necklaces 
and bangles. Centering the wood and pre- 
drilling the hole are paramount and to assist 
with this the recommended procedure was to 
use a Jacob's chuck. Bead size is dependent 
on expected usage with the usual size 12 x 9 
mm and turned from the medium to hard 
woods with casuarina, walnut and Huon pine 
being some of June's favourites. Sharp chisels and no sanding are followed by an 
Organ Oil finish which when dry/cured is polished with soft wax. Smaller purchased 
wood or  p l a s t i c  b e ad s  a r e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  alternated with turned beads to 
enhance the effect. Colouring with lines or dots can add to the general acceptance of 
the finished bead/necklace. Threading the beads is with elastic thread produced 
especially for the job and available at craft shops. Joining can be with a knot and/or 
glued with nail polish.” 
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Challenge 
 
In April I issued a challenge to members. The challenge was to write the words to a 
new song based on the song “I’ve Been Everywhere”. The new song to be titled 
“We’ve Turned Every Wood.” 
 
You had until 30 October 2015 to submit your entry. Entries should now be given to 
the Editors in a sealed envelope. The editors will pass the entries to me for judging.  
The judge’s decision will be final and no correspondence will be entertained despite 
any bias on the part of the judge. 
 
The winning entry will be announced and published in the December edition of 
WesTurn. A magnificent prize will be presented to the winner. 
 
Good Luck. 
 
LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION AS REQUESTED BY TREVOR SMART 
 
1   Trevor Smart, my assistant programmer, can always be found 
2    hard at work in his cubicle. Trevor works independently, without 
3    wasting company time talking to colleagues. Trevor never 
4    thinks twice about assisting fellow employees, and he always 
5    finishes given assignments on time. Often he takes extended 
6    measures to complete his work, sometimes skipping coffee 
7    breaks. Trevor is a dedicated individual who has absolutely no 
8    vanity in spite of his high accomplishments and profound 
9    knowledge in his field. I firmly believe that Trevor can be 
10 classed as a high-calibre employee, the type that cannot be 
11 dispensed with. Consequently, I truly recommend that Trevor be 
12   promoted to executive management, and a proposal will be 
13   executed as soon as possible. 
 
**Addendum. 
 The idiot was standing over my shoulder while I wrote this report. Kindly re-read 
only the odd numbered lines. 
 
Quote of the month: Great minds discuss ideas; Average minds discuss events; 
Small minds discuss people. Eleanor Roosevelt  
 
 
Must Fly 
Woodchip  
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Wagga Wagga Turnabout    March 4th ,5th, 6th , 2016 
Riverina Woodworkers will be holding their 17th Annual Turnabout at the Borambola Sports 
and Recreation Centre, Sturt Highway, Borambola via Wagga Wagga on the above dates. 
 
Woodturners, men & women, young and old, experienced or not are welcome to take part in a 
weekend of turning, talking, sanding, polishing... 
For the wives/partners a sunny swimming pool or a trip to town to do the shops, markets and 
coffees... 
Bring your own lathe, or the club has several to use. 
 
The full cost for the weekend is $205 per person, which includes meals and accommodation at 
Borambola Sport and Rec. There are limited facilities for husband and wife teams; so please 
book early. 
There is limited parking space for caravans etc. 
If you wish to share a room with friends, please nominate your preferences. 
Access to hall and accommodation will be after 1.00 pm on the Friday as Child Protection 
legislation prevents us entering Borambola whilst children are still on the premises. The first 
meal provided by Borambola is the Friday evening meal and the weekend concludes after 
lunch on Sunday. 
A Sausage Sizzle will again be provided by the Wagga Club in the car park, at lunch time on 
Friday. 
 
Enquiries: Rodney Job   0428 224 261 or Larry Sloan   02 6926 1536 
Or email to: wagga.turnabout@gmail.com 
 
These weekends are a real buzz and it doesn’t matter if you do not have a lathe that will travel 
as on the occasions I have been there has probably been a ratio of one lathe to every two 
attendees. A great opportunity to meet some of the local woodturners and many from 
interstate. 

 

 
 

Flexible 
Albert Einstein arrives at a party and introduces himself to the first person he sees and asks, 
"What is your IQ?" to which the man answers "241." 
 
"That is wonderful!" says Albert. "We will talk about the Grand Unification Theory and the 
mysteries of the Universe. We will have much to discuss!" 
 
Next Albert introduces himself to a woman and asks, "What is your IQ?" to which the 
lady answers, "144." 
 
"That is great!" responds Albert. "We can discuss politics and current affairs. We will have 
much to discuss!" Albert goes to another person and asks, "What is your IQ?" to which 
the man answers, "51." 
 
Albert responds, "How 'bout them footy teams? 

mailto:wagga.turnabout@gmail.com
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Glues 
As wood turners we use glue and newcomers always ask what’s the best glue to use. Well that’s hard 
to say. There are so many excellent glues available now. I feel that there are different glues for 
different jobs. 
Listed below are the glues that we normally use that we can go and buy of the shelf and do the job. 
  
PVA White Glue: This is the most common type of wood glue that can be bought anywhere. It 
is good general purpose type glue for wood. It is water based so it’s easy to clean up. I don’t like it for 
wood turning .There is much better available. It creeps, it’s not good at gap filing unless you add 
sawdust, it’s not waterproof, and it softens with heat and falls apart. This could be dangerous when 
finish sanding a laminated bowl or segmented work. One of our guys left a segmented bowl that had 
been glued with PVA in the back of his car on a hot day in the sun and it fell apart, much to his dismay. 
  
Crosslinking PVA glue (Aquadhere Exterior Grade plus Other Brand names) 
Now this is a different story. Its water based so easy clean up, doesn’t creep very much. Weather proof 
and heat resistant. This is what we are buying in bulk for our club. We have tested this glue 
extensively; we have made joints and smashed them apart with a hammer. The joint stays intact and 
the wood around it smashes and we have never had a laminated bowl or similar come apart in a lathe 
yet. So we feel that this is great glue at the right price. 
  
Yellow Glue (Titebond 11) this is another crosslinking PVA   
We used this extensively for a long time and is arguably the best all-purpose glue available. It’s the 
same as previously described and I can’t see any difference. The only reason we are not using it is 
price. 
  
Yellow Glue-(Titebond Regular and Titebond 111) this is an Alphatic Resin Emulsion Adhesive 
Again these are great glues with the same characteristics as previous. Tite bond 111 is waterproof and 
can be used on some parts of boats. I have used them all and can’t say which the best is. They are all 
excellent. 
  
Two Part Epoxies (Araldite, the West System, Techniglue ECT) 
These are arguably the ultimate in wood glues they bond almost anything to anything plus they are 
gap filling, waterproof very strong and weather proof. They were designed for boat building and 
aircraft use. So if you have a difficult job and you don’t know what to use these are the answer. The 
only problem is they are a bit messy with a bit of waste and very expensive 
  
SuperGlues: These are a real gift to us woodturners. They will bond just about anything 
to anything quickly. They are the only glue for cracks and splits they have this characteristic of being 
drawn into the joint. This is called capillary attraction. They are excellent for pen making plus they are 
now used as a beautiful finish on Pens probably the best I have ever seen. We buy them in bottles in 
bulk and sell them in our shop but I have used the El Chepo from the Two dollar shop and I don’t see 
any difference. So Viva La Super Glues. 
  
Polyurethene Glues (Aquedhere, Vise, Gorilla, and other trade names) 
These are the latest and again they bond just about anything to anything. Gap filling, strong, 
waterproof, weatherproof and convenient to use. They are a bit messy as they foam out of the joint 
and the clean-up is a minor problem. They make a mess of your hands so wear gloves. I have used 
them with success but the main problem is once you open the bottle and leave it, the glue hardens in 
the bottle. So they are expensive to buy and he wastage rate is high so I haven’t bothered to buy any 
more. 
 
Well I hope this has been of interest and some help                   Regards Alan Phelps 
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If you’ve ever had a pup 
And you’ve bonded really well 

And let him know that you are now the boss 
That there are rules to be obeyed 

And lots of fun if he behaves 
If you take it slow your effort won’t be lost 

 
Any dog can fetch a ball 
And drop it at your feet 

Or come when called but that is just a start  
If you want him to be clever 
And be your friend forever 

You’ll find out that he really is quite smart 
 

Training should be regular 
And it should be routine  

Like walking and feeding time are too 
He’ll love it if you’re right on time 
If not he won’t complain or whine 

He’s really happy when he pleases you 
 

There’s such a lot of fun 
To own and know a dog 

But only if he’s trained and knows his place 
Then the joy that you will know 
And your pleasure as he grows 

Will light you’re smile and brighten up your face 
 

Neil Guthrie 
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A Reminder about Workshop Safety 
We must all keep in mind the importance of WORKSHOP SAFETY. Please 
THINK and ACT responsibly at all times. 

It is up to all of us to fulfill our commitment by wearing at all times; 
 Dust masks 
 Protective glasses 
 Suitable clothing 
 Footwear 
 Ear protection 

It does not hurt to discuss safety with other members if they are not 
doing the right thing. 
REMEMBER.................       It is your body and your limbs......... 
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Item 22          Natural Drying 
THE NATURAL DRYING (SEASONING) OF TIMBER 

When a tree is felled its cellular structure is at its maximum moisture content. It subsequently 
begins to dry, from the outside surfaces first and particularly from the end grain. The drying process will 
cause shrinkage unequally in different parts of the log, setting up stresses and thus deformities and 
cracking (checking). To minimise distortions and damage to the timber it is preferable to slow the rate of 
shrinkage so that the centre dries at a similar rate to that part closer to the surface. The drying will continue 
until the moisture content within the wood is equal to that of the atmosphere. The stabilised moisture 
content will then only vary slightly with the minor variations in temperature and humidity of the 
surrounding air. Thus the timber will be practically stable with very little further movement. 

Natural drying is the traditional method of controlled drying of timber. Most commonly the felled 
log is sawn longitudinally into square or rectangular cross sections which are then stacked off the ground 
with an air space horizontally between each piece and each layer separated from the one below by battens 
called stickers. The weight of the timber layers minimises twisting and warping as the stack dries. The gaps 
above, below and beside each member allows air to circulate freely. The stack is covered to protect it from 
the heat of the sun and other elements and to provide an even drying environment. The ends of each piece 
of timber are usually painted or treated with a sealant to reduce rapid moisture loss. Pieces of wood used 
for turning should similarly be sealed by painting the cut surfaces with paint or a cold wax emulsion and 
stored in a cool dry environment with plenty of air circulation.   

The time taken for natural drying will vary according to the density and species of the wood as well 
as environmental conditions, especially humidity. The most common rule of thumb is 1 year for each 25 
mm of thickness although one American authority suggests 3 to 4 months per 25mm for softwoods and 6 
months to a year for hardwoods per 25mm thickness. The first third of the drying period is the most critical, 
after that the chance of checking is considerably reduced. It is therefore important to seal the timber as 
soon as possible after cutting and place it in an environment to slow the rate of moisture loss. 

Kiln drying will be covered in another article; however one advantage of the natural drying process 
is said to be colour retention - an important consideration for wood turners. Kiln drying is said to destroy 
many of the subtle colour variations ie it produces a more homogenised colour. 

Unseasoned bowl blanks cut on the bandsaw from the previously cut log should be sealed 
immediately and stored for natural drying in a ventilated sheltered area. However  the drying process can 
be speeded up by rough turning the blank at this stage, allowing a wall thickness of about 10% of the total 
diameter, eg  for a 250mm diameter bowl the rough turned wall thickness would be 25mm. This allows for 
further shrinkage, distortion and ovality to give a finished wall thickness of some 12mm. The rough turned 
bowl would be sealed and placed in a similar environment as mentioned above and stored for several 
months. Alternatively place in a plastic bag with some of the wood shavings. Remove the blank from the 
bag every few days and turn it inside out at similar periods to reduce the moisture from within the bag. 

It is a good idea to write the initial date on the blank to keep track of the drying process. A moisture 
meter can be used to test for when the blank has reached stability; however recording the weight 
periodically using some quality kitchen scales will give a good and cheaper result. When the weight remains 
unchanged repeatedly, the wood will have stabilised satisfactorily. 

FURTHER READING 
I found some very interesting information on natural drying from the following sources: 
www.Technologystudent.com 
www.woodturningvideosplus.com/air-drying-wood.html  (website of Steven D. Russell studio wood turner, 
teacher and writer) 
Technical Bulletin of NSW Forrestry “Seasoning of Timber” found at the following web address: 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/_data/assets/pdf_file/0003/390288/Seasoning-of-Timber.pdf 
www.hillcountryturners.org/Projects/Unseasoned_Wood.pdf 
Article by Bruce Leadbetter, former Senior Lecturer Industrial Arts, Sydney Institute of Education                     
“ Seasoning Timber for Woodturning” I am happy to loan this paper to anyone interested. 

Max Tankard 
 
Note. As in all professions there are many and varied opinions and ways of doing things. This is true of wood turning. These articles are the 
results of my reading article publications. 

http://www.technologystudent.com/
http://www.woodturningvideosplus.com/air-drying-wood.html
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/_data/assets/pdf_file/0003/390288/Seasoning-of-Timber.pdf
http://www.hillcountryturners.org/Projects/Unseasoned_Wood.pdf

